
“ ‘All things are lawful,’ but not all things are beneficial. ‘All things are lawful,’ but not 

all things build up. Do not seek your own advantage, but that of the other.” 1 Corinthians 

10:23, 24. 

 

Dear Christian friends, 

 

When I was a teenager I saw a movie called “Soylent Green.” The basis of the movie was 

a future time in which the world was suffering from over-population, severe pollution, 

greenhouse gas effects and shortages particularly of food. Soylent Green was a special 

food that was highly valued, but a mystery as to its composition and source. The central 

characters were caught in struggle to discover what happened to an elderly friend. The 

State allowed no one to claim a deceased’s body or know what became of that body. The 

movie was a science fiction film that incorporated police procedural themes in that 

futuristic drama.  

 

The final discovery was that Soylent Green was produced from the body of deceased 

people. The State was even dictating that at a certain age or functional level a person 

would be euthanized – being no longer of any use to the society- and thus more food 

could be produced for the general population. The movie was both intriguing and eerie! I 

still think about its subtle implications over forty years later! 

 

I wonder if there could be a time when “Soylent Green” fiction could become reality! 

Our societal values have shifted greatly in those forty years since I saw that movie. What 

seemed absurd and bizarre in the mid 1970s is not so strange today. Cloning individuals 

has become a reality. Abortion on demand has become vogue and the sanctity of the 

unborn is off limits for discussion. Currently there is a deep debate within our society 

about the value of life and the potential for euthanasia. I have no doubt as to what will 

transpire through this debate. What type of culture and society will my children and 

grandchildren experience forty years hence? 

 

The early Christians had a need to discern a way of holiness and righteousness in their 

times. The Christians in Corinth were divided over what was right versus what was 

permissible. Christians in Corinth and Christians today have two theses to mull over and 

use as we discern our proper way to act. St Paul places the full and true liberty we have 

through Christ Jesus in the context of our living for one another. We are freed from the 

demands of the sacred law before God through Jesus Christ. This is our liberty. Yet our 

union into Christ Jesus’ death and resurrection also restricts our will so that it is 

conformed into the likeness of Jesus. This is our beneficence.  

 

As people of God we are blessed by the presence of God’s Holy Spirit dwelling within 

us. We are not left alone to learn and discern God’s will and holiness for us and others. 

God provides us with the tools necessary to complete any task he asks of us. We are a 

voice of righteousness and holiness when we proclaim and act upon God’s will in the 

world. Be a haven in a storm. 

 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin . 


